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The Land Prograa of the Federal Governuent was officially launched in July 
Of inst year. Ab that.time the sum of $25,000,000 was allocated to the 


rYederal 
Emergency Relicr administration for the purpose of carrying out a series of. pre- 
jects demonstrating Settcr uses for poor innd. <A cooperative organization mas 

POmisa, Consisting of four: b-reaas from the Devertnent s of Interior and Agricril- 
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vure, through’ waich the field activities were carried on. oa special section of 
the Relief ean pial Imow AS ita Land Program, was created to coordinate 


technical agencies, and to supervise the exnenditure 


the activities ig es ur 
at ion nas Leet been made a part of the newly ereated 
. 
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pe the mine: and..c ne-half months of its indesondent operation, the Land 

Prograa carried its Weeee ons into 467. couwaties. Oxee a? land 7urchaso:-pre-+ 

Jeets were initiated, Anvroxinotely 400,00G acres of land have teen actually 
wmrcnased Tor the Government -c.ile ontions have been obtained on a'total of 
O, { sli movecres, “Tho acquisition anc. ontioning of this acreage in so short. 
. , 
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im is narticularly xcteworthy. becazse of the fact that all »urchase negotia- 
ae have beor, carried ont on a completely voluntary basis. No condemnation 


wroceedings have been resorted to by tne Land Program in order to force land- 
o ners to sell. ticir farns. 


tne Lane Program includes 2 large and- varied list of ED be a planning 
ten, WO mites, was made in Washington to decide which lands should be retired 
from cultivation, oted-to forest er vecreationol use. Studies for ia He 


6) 
Wirooee yere carried out in the fiela,. and in addition our Regional Directors 


rf is 
tugir assistants discussed local conditions with county agents, with representa, 
fives of the State evricultural colleges and exserinent stations, with State 
slamming boards and cthers, in order tu draw -...0on their intinate imovledge of 
economic and social conditions. Therefore, in sicturing for you the ‘ind of work 


wnich the Land rrogran has carzied out, let me do so by describing the situation 


at. Otter Creel, Kentuciy, where one oF our nrojects is located. 


In Meade County, Kenatucizy, which borders the Ohic River, there is a large 
stretch of moor farmland tyxical of mrmcn of the eroded, unfertile area which 
lines the aan on both sides. The local mopulation in the vicinity of Otter 
Creek, around 1 Jas our field etudies were centered, had formerly been supported 
by the river re “fic that is now practically gone, and by the lumbering and weod- 
wo ring bodcak se ions wiich also disapneéared with the exhaustion of nearby forest 
resources. For many years now, the imiabitents of Otter Creelz have had to denend 
upon the soil for their existence. 


(over) 


Nature, however, Nad not fitted tiis rolling topogranhy for.cultivation, 
When turned by the nlough, the loose earth renidly eroded and, never very fertile, 
it quickly became impoverished and incapable of adequately supporting farms. 
Many of the neowlé in the area coved away to seo better opportunities elsewhere. 
Others, however, were not so fortunate as to find a means of disposing of their 
poor land, and with all the uncertainties which during recent years have faced 
the job-nunter in industry, ther were unwilling to-leave their homes and farns, 


. 


poor though they might be. 


r asvect of the picture at Otter Creuk is presented by the fact that 
lected in the area do not dy any means cover the amounts which the 
county is ced to snend each year in surolying roads and schools tc the inhab- 
itants. Figures sr plied by the county s.ow that every year it snends in tis 
Otter Creek area about $1,800 more than it collects in taxes, the greater part 

of this amount being for schools. 


By purchasing more than two thousand acres of land in the Otter Creel: 
area, the Land Program is doine three things. First, it is helping out the 
yresent inhabitants of the area who will be assisted in obtaining better farms 
elsewhere. Second, it is baie the county by relieving it of the) necessity of 
spending $1,800 to educate the families of Otter Creel and sive them roads. 

Finally, it is malting possible the conservation and better use of the land. 


In this warticular case, the land to be purchased will be developed as 
a recreation area by the National Par: Service. Within fifty miles cf the pro- 
ject there are several imndred thousand people in need of outdoor playgrounds 
and carming sights. Proner steps will be talzon to stop and prevent soil crosion, 
by the, reforestation of steep sloves, and the asplicotion of ae control 
methods. Furthermore, the develovment of the recreati ional area will not: only 
provide immediate ; in the locality, but will alse offer ee the coimsmunity the 

onportunity of trading with the large numbers of Campers and yicnickers whao may 
be expected to visit Otter Creel. 7". : 


These three surnoses: assisting tarmncrs now living on poor dandive 
achieve a better livelihcod, relieving the counties and towns of the expenses 
incurred in servicing areas of low. tax yield, and conserving and utilizing 
natural resources in the most beneficial manner, are involved in Land Program 
projects throughout the country. Details differ, of course, depending uwi0on the 
circumstances of each locality. In several states of the southeast, poor land 
is .being garchased | for development as forests rother than recreation areas. In 
the great nlains of the west, arid lends will be acouired for utilization as 
grazing areas, some of which will be devoted to the use of the Indians. In 
some cases unoccunied tracts of land have been acquired which because of their 
essential suitability for conservational or recreational use, vill be of greater 
social value in oublic ownership. 


The activities of the Lana. Progran cf the Federal Government, in acqnir- 
ing land and »nutting it to a better use, constitute a new.clement in our national 
conservation program. However, it involves a nolicy to which common sense was 
bound to lead us sooner or later. Practical experience has demonstrated to us 
the folly of attemtins to use for famiing Loree areas of land which cannot 
successfully support a fan Wid Ths OF pode NA even in times of high nrices. -Licewise, 
large stranded rural conulations testify to the unfortunate social consequences 
of an unrestricted A eon and “déstruchion or forests, ang® the exnaustion of 
our soil. The Land Prograin has achieved mech in demonstrating just how the 
government, both local and national, may take steps to restore tc the peovle the 


Full heritage of the land ond its ahman’ values. 
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